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E.O. 12356: CECL: OADR 

TAGS; FGOV, PREL. SOCI. AF. Pi 

SUBJECT: THE ROAD TO TIRAH: HAT BE LOWER THAN IT LOOKS 

1. SUMMARY; MUCH ATTENTION HAS BEEN PAID RECENTLY V 
IN THE PAKISTANI PRESS TO THF ^ONSIKU C TIOM NOW UNDER ' 
WAY ON A ROAD INTO KHY6ER AGENCY'S TIRAH VALLEY. TRAD- 
in? S - L !if I :"«CES5IBir- ASEff TOIHE PAUSWSoyEsV 

mL U80ER THE raDlTKiORRANGEHEST BETWEENTHE "" 

GOP AND THE BORDER TRIBES. A ROAD IS AN -ADMINISTERED 
AREA: AND ACCESS BY GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS IS PERMITTED 
ALTHOUGH CONSTRUCTION HAS BEGUN. OPPOSITION TO THE ' 

SU E ^ MS I0 8E * miK A** 5 m * FR "» *»D ORAKZAI 
TRIBESMEN IN THE AREA. AND THE GOP-ZAKHAKHEl 
ALLIANCE WHICH IS SPEARHEADING THE ROAD COULO HAVE 
TROUBLE MAINTAINING THE PROJECT. END SUMMARY 




I CSSIGNQ) *LL EAjNj SHALL PLACE IN HISTORY, 



4. THE TRIBAL ADMINISTRATORS WITH WHOM WE SPEAK 
SEEM QUITE SATISFIED WITH THEIR ACHIEVEMENT IN 
OBTAINING THE CONSENSUS OF THE 2AKHAKHELS TO 
BUILD THE ROAD AND SEEM DETERMINED TO PUSH FORWARD 
RAPIOLY TO BUILD IT. ONE OFFICIAL WHO DEALS DIRECTLY 
WITH THE IHYBER TRIBES BOASTED THAT THE ROAD WILL 
BE COMPLETED 'EVEN BEFORE THE AMERICANS KNOW ABOUT 
IT.* THE PRESS Of DECEMBER 29 REPORTED THE 
COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION OF THE 16-MILE LONG 
ROAD. HOW FAR AND HOW FAST THIS ROAD CAN BE 
BUILT REMAINS TO BE SEEN. ALTHOUGH WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT PROVINCIAL OFFICIALS ENVISION A TWO-PHASE. 
TWO-YEAR PROJECT. BT 



Bl 



' 3. THE TIRAH VALLEY IS IN MANY WAYS THE INNER-MOST 
' SANCTUM SANCTORUM OF THE AFRIOI TRIBE. AND INDEfO 

SL^.f!™* T8IMl km - ITS HWMITWTS. ORAHAIS 
AND AFRIDIS. RELYING ON THEIR NATURAL TALENT FOR 
SUERRUIA WARFARE AND THE RUGGED TERRAIN OF THE AREA. 
HAVE DEFEATED FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN THEIR AREA 
SINCE 1620. WHEN THEY KILLED WJGHUl EMPEROR 
JERANGIR'S GENERAL GHAIRAI KHAN. SLIGHTLY LATER 
THEY PUSHED BACK THE EMPEROR AURANGZEB'S CAMPAIGN 
IN THE AREA. THE BRITISH. TOO. WERE UNABLE TO 
BRING THE TIRAH UBDER THEIR CONTROL DESPITE SIR 
ROBERT WARBURTCTS OIPLOMAC? AND THE DISPATCH OF 
THE THAH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE OF 35.000 MEN UNDER 
SIR WILLIAM LOCKHART IN THE FAIL OF 1897. TO DATE 
PAKISTANI OFFICIALS MAY NOT SET FOOT IN WHAT THE ' 
AFRIDIS DESCRIBE AS A "RIVAL OF KASWIR." "AGAINST 
THIS BACKGROUND. THE CONSTRUCTION OF A ROAD AND 
FLSifK!*™* "SMNUTKS FOR THE GOP WHICH 
J ROAD BRINGS. WOULD MARK A 6REAT STEP FORWARD » 
THE SOP'S LONG-TERM OBJECTIVE Cf INTEGRATING THE . 
TRIBAL AREAS INTO PAKISTAN. SHOULD THE ROAD BE . ■ 
CONPLETEO. THE GOP OFFICIAL TO WHOSE CREDIT IT IS *■ 
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5. SINCE THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE DECISION AID 
CCWtEKEHENT OF ROAD LAYOUT. OPPOSITIOM TO THE 
PROJECT HAS BEGUN TO BUILD. AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT 
THESE HAS BEER AT LEAST ORE SOW BLAST OR THE '. 

ROAD ITSELF. IN PARTICULARLY. MALIK MALI KHAN 
KUSWHEL HAS MADE HIMSELF THE ARCH-OPPORERT OF 
THE PROJECT. (HE IS ALSO ARCH-RIVAL OF MALI 
HADIR IHAR ZUKAIHEl. FOR ASCENDANCY AWRG THE 
ENTIRE AFRIDI TRIBE. ARO IN TRIBAL PSYCHOLOGY 
COULD RATURALLY BE EKPECTED TO OPPOSE WHATEVER 
NADIR IHAR FAVORS. J KUKHUHEL ARO HIS FOLLOWERS 
HAVE ANNOUNCED THAT CONSTRUCTION OF THE ROAD 
COULD TRIGGER OFF fHE "THIRD WORLD WAR- SINCE 
THE ORA GOVERNMENT CAR BE EXPECTED TO OPPOSE 
A ROAD SO CLOSE TO THE AF6HAR BORDER. AMONG 
THE AFRIDIS, THERE ARE ALSO OTHER GROUPS WHO 
OPPOSE THE ROAD. SEVERAL JIRGAS (TRIBAL ASSEMBLIES) 
HAVE BEEI HELD IR RECERT WEEKS II LAND I KOTAL 
AND BARA. IR WHICH PARTICIPANTS ASKED THE GOP TO 
STAY AWAY FKON TIRAH AND ROT TO IRTEfFERE 
IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF THE TRIBES AMD 
THREATENED TO BLOC! CORSTRUCTIOR OF THE ROAD 
SO FAR, IHERE IS Rp VOCAL OPPOSITIOR FROM THE 
0RAKZAI5.- THE ZAKHAKHEL. FOR THEIR PART. ARE 
DESCRIBED AS *80 PERCENT IN FAVOR" OF THE ROAD; THEY 
ARGUE THAT WITHOUT THE ROAD. THEY ARE UNABLE TO 
BENEFIT <AS 00 THE KWKHELS) FRW THE SMUGGLING 
MARIEIS OF LANDI KOTAL AND BARA. TO OPEN THE 
TIRAH. THEREFORE. IS THE ONLY WAY TO DEVELOP THE 
SMUGGLING TRADE AWRG THE ZAKHAKKEL. * 

6. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE ROAD IS TO BE BUILT 
ENTIRELY IR THE ZAIHAKHEL AREA. SO ZAKHAKHEl 

. VIEWS BEAR CONSIDERABLE WEIGHT. NONETHELESS. 
IN THE TRIBAL AREA. OPINIONS CAR CHANGE 0VERR1GHT 
m THE CONSENSUS SWORR BY SOLEMN OATH CM 
SUDDENIT SHIFT. THE GOP SEEMS TO BE COURTING OR 
BUILDING THE ROAD BEFORE THE TRIBESMEN CHANGE 
THEIR MINDS. CONTROVERSY WILL DOUBTLESS CONTINUE 

7. KABUL MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. EASTHAM 8T 
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